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THE POLICE BLOTTER

COBBBRIEFLY
Work release inmate back in
custody after failing to return 

ACWORTH: Meetings of the mayor
and Board of Aldermen are at
7 p.m. the first and third
Thursday of each month in the
council room at City Hall, 4415
Senator Russell Ave.

AUSTELL: The City Council
meets at 7 p.m. the first
Monday of every month
in the council chambers
of City Hall, 2716 Broad
St.

KENNESAW: The City Council
meets at 6:30 p.m. the first
and third Monday of each
month in the council cham-
bers of City Hall, 2529 J.O.
Stephenson Ave.

MARIETTA: The City Council
meets at 7 p.m. the second
Wednesday of every month
in the council chambers of
City Hall, 205 Lawrence St.

POWDER SPRINGS: The City
Council meets at 7 p.m. the
first and third Monday of
the month in the council
chambers of City Hall,
4488 Pineview Drive.

SMYRNA: The City Council
meets at 7:30 p.m. the
first and third Monday of
the month at City Hall,
2800 King St.

BOARD OF ALDERMEN, CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS

Felony Arrests

The names and
charges below are from
Cobb arrest warrants in
January, and are public
records. A warrant is mere-
ly an accusation of a crime,
and accused people are
innocent until proven
guilty.

Cobb County

n Dondrell Antonio Lee

of Austell, theft, theft by
receiving, greater than
$500; marijuana posses-
sion less than 1 ounce;
obstruction; driving, tail-
lights in good repair; dri-
ving, when lighted lights
and headlight required; and
driving, no tag light.

n Jamarquez A. Welch
of Marietta, theft by receiv-
ing, firearm; point gun; car-
rying a concealed weapon;
and carrying weapon with-
out license.

From staff reports

MARIETTA — A
Cobb Jail inmate
assigned to the work
release program
failed to return
from release on
Feb. 4, but was
picked up the fol-
lowing morning,
according to the
Cobb Sheriff’s
Office. 

The work
release program
allows inmates to leave

the jail during the day for
a job, unsupervised, and
return, Cobb Sheriff’s
spokeswoman Nancy
Bodiford said. 

According to
a warrant,
Antoine Taylor,
26, who was in
custody on a pro-
bation violation,
failed to return
by the scheduled
time of 5 p.m.
Feb. 4. Bodiford

said he is no longer in the
work release program.
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By David Espo
Associated Press Writer

Democratic Sen. Jim Webb of Vir-
ginia announced plans to retire at the
end of his term, deepening the chal-
lenge to his party as it
struggles to maintain a
majority in 2012 elec-
tions.

In an e-mail
announcement, Webb
said he would return to
the private sector, but
offered no additional
details of his plans.

A former Navy Secretary, Webb
was elected to the Senate in an upset
in 2006, ousting Republican Sen.

George Allen.
Allen is attempting a comeback in

2012, although he faces primary oppo-
sition.

Democrats, with a 53-47 majority,
must defend 23 Senate seats next year,
including two held by independents,
and many are in swing states where
Republicans hope to mount strong chal-
lenges.

By contrast there are only 10 GOP-
held seats on the ballot in 2012.

In his e-mail, Webb said, “I have
every intention of remaining involved
in the issues that affect the well-being
and the future of our country.”

Since taking his seat, Webb has
focused much of his energy on interna-
tional issues.

“Among other contributions, we
have given our post-9/11 veterans the
best GI Bill since World War II. We
have taken the lead in reforming our
criminal justice system. We have led
the way toward stronger relations in
East and Southeast Asia,” he said.

“And we have been a strong voice in
calling on China to act more responsi-
bly in the world community.”

Earlier in his career, Webb was a
combat Marine in Vietnam, a lawyer,
congressional aide and a published
author. His appointment as Navy Sec-
retary came from President Ronald
Reagan, a Republican. But when the
Naval Academy graduate made his
only run for public office, it was as a
Democrat.

Virginia senator announces retirement plans

Jim Webb

Antoine Taylor

Thrash to serve on national council
KENNESAW —

Kennesaw Mayor Pro-
Tem Bill Thrash has
been appointed as a
member of the
National League
of Cities Council
on Youth, Educa-
tion and Families
for 2011. The
Council includes
local elected offi-
cials as well as
national policy
experts and youth
leaders from large and
small cities and state
municipal leagues. The
Council’s role is to over-
see and support the work
of the NLC’s Institute for

Youth, Education and
Families. 

Thrash was selected
based upon his demon-

strated interest in
family issues.
The Council
meets three
times a year for
in-depth discus-
sions and the
exchange of
information. The
final Council
meeting takes

place in November, dur-
ing the NLC’s Summit
on Your City’s Families,
conducted in conjunction
with the annual Congress
of Cities.

Center for at-risk teens opens Feb. 19
KENNESAW — The

city of Kennesaw will
host a grand opening for
its new Teen Center on
Feb. 19 from 4 to 7 p.m.
The center, at 2775 South
Main Street, will house an
after-school program for
at-risk youth. 

The center is one block
south of Cherokee Street,
diagonally across from
the pedestrian underpass
and plaza in downtown
Kennesaw. 

The purpose is to pro-
vide learning and enrich-
ment opportunities for at-
risk teens. Students will
receive tutoring, home-
work help and col-
lege/career counseling
from volunteer staff. Par-
ticipants will also have
access to a computer lab,
and recreational and gam-

ing activities. 
The program will ini-

tially operate from 3 to 7
p.m. on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays.
Transportation will be
provided by the Cobb
County School District’s
Success for All Students
program. 

The idea came from
the city’s Youth Council,
a group of civic-minded
high school students who
provide the mayor and
City Council with a youth
perspective on issues con-
cerning teens. The Youth
Council, along with their
liaison, Mayor Pro-Tem
Bill Thrash, assembled a
plan for the program, and
members of the Youth
Council will also volun-
teer at the Center, accord-
ing to the city.

Cobb judge involved in training clinic 
MARIETTA — Cobb

State Court Judge
Melodie H. Clayton was
a principal plan-
ner and a presen-
ter for the State
Court Judges
New Judge Ori-
entation in
Athens last
month. 

The mandato-
ry training is
required for all
new judges. Clayton is
the vice chair of the new
judge education commit-
tee. She has been a state

court judge for 18 years. 
State Court Judge

David Darden, who has
been on the
bench since
2003, was also a
presenter at the
program, which
took place Jan.
24 to 27. New
Cobb judges Eric
A. Brewton,
Jason B. Finch-
er and Robert D.
Leonard II, of

the state court, were
among the 13 new judges
attending the program.

Forum on new Smyrna school planned
SMYRNA — Post 2

School Board member
Tim Stultz will host a
public forum on the new

Smyrna elementary
school at 6:30 p.m. Feb.
16 at the Campbell High
School auditorium.

Melodie H.
Clayton

Bill Thrash

By Laura Braddick
lbraddick@mdjonline.com

When Gabriel Micah
Sierra turns 1 year old on
Feb. 26, he will already have
undergone more medical
treatment than most adults
will experience in a lifetime.

In September, the Wood-
stock infant was diagnosed
with two Atypical Teratoid
Rhabdoid Tumors, a rare
form of brain cancer with a
17 percent survival rate.

Since then, the son of
Erika and
Macho Sierra
has had three
surgeries and
e x t e n s i v e
chemotherapy
at Children’s
Healthcare of
Atlanta at
Scottish Rite
as well as a
special proton
r a d i a t i o n
treatment in Oklahoma City.

But with an unprecedent-
ed effort from businesses
and citizens, Gabriel’s fight
for survival has become a
battle for the community of
Woodstock.

“I get calls all the time
from businesses saying ‘Is
there anything I can do?’”
said Woodstock Fire Chief
Dave Soumas, who is
Gabriel’s’ grandfather. “The
support has been over-
whelming. … There are peo-
ple you might not ever have

met that care.”
In November, Mark

Reeves, owner of Now and
Then Auto, got together with
website designer Jim
Alexander to launch the
Help Gabriel initiative and
website. Reeves began plan-
ning a classic car show
fundraiser to be held on
April 2 in Woodstock, while
Alexander launched a web-
site at www.helpgabriel.org
to gather donations and rally
support.

Since then, more than 10
businesses have
jumped on
board to raise
money through
special promo-
tions.

The Splash
Car Wash,
North Metro
Waste, Bub-Ba-
Q’s, Discount
Tire, Dr. Greg
Chiroprac t ic ,

Lowes and The Studio 21
are just a few of the busi-
nesses that have already held
events.

Also, with cooperation
from the City of Woodstock,
the volunteers got pre-
approval for businesses to
hang banners donated by
Sign-A-Rama that read
“Help One of Our Own:
www.helpgabriel.org.”

“I’ve never seen any-
thing like this in Woodstock
before,” Alexander said.
“That’s why I call it a

movement.”
Gabriel is almost halfway

through his 52 weeks of
radiation therapy to treat the
disease, which occurs in
only 3 percent of the approx-
imately 30 infants diagnosed
with central nervous system
cancer each year.

As a result of the commu-
nity’s united effort,
Gabriel’s parents have been
able to stay by his side every
day.

“We wouldn’t have been
able to stay in Oklahoma if it
weren’t for everyone’s sup-
port,” Mrs. Sierra said of
their six-week trip last
month so her son could
receive a treatment only
available in seven states.

“Just the money to get there
and stay with him wouldn’t
have been possible.”

The Help Gabriel move-
ment has become so large it
has even drawn the attention
of people across the country.

“His story has touched a
lot of people,” Mrs. Sierra
said. “But they wouldn’t
even know about him if it
weren’t for the things the
community has done.”

Gabriel will continue to
receive chemotherapy once a
week until November. 

“We’re taking it day by
day,” she said. “(Gabriel)
handles it like a champ.
Even when he’s having bad
days, he’s still playing and
talking to us.”

Staff/Special

Gabriel Micah Sierra, son of Erika and Macho Sierra
of Woodstock, is fighting a rare form of brain cancer
with a 17 percent survival rate. Local businesses are
rallying to help the family, and a car show fundraiser
is planned for April 2 in Woodstock.

Events planned
to help baby
fighting cancer

Teen Republican Party chapter
kicking off in Cherokee County
By Kristal Dixon
kdixon@mdjonline.com

Teens who subscribe to
the ideology of the Republi-
can Party will soon have a
group to share their view-

points with
others like
them.

Brandon
Roberts, a
C h e r o k e e
High School
student, is
a c t i v e l y
seeking a
charter to

start a Cherokee County Teen
Republicans chapter. 

The first monthly meeting
will take place at 1 p.m. on
April 16 and the inauguration
of officers will be held at 11
a.m. on April 30. Both meet-
ings will be held at Fields
Chapel United Methodist
Church in Canton.

Cherokee County Teen
Republicans will mainly
serve as a vehicle for students
to come together and have
“intellectual discussions” and
get involved with the Repub-

lican Party, said Brandon, the
15-year-old son of Jason and
Jenny Roberts of Sutallee.

The group is open to
teenagers between the ages of
13 and 19. Club members
don’t have to live in Chero-
kee County. Along with talk-
ing about current events, the
group will encourage teens to
get involved with the election
process.

The chapter will also be
allowed to conduct fundrais-
ers and support county and
state Republican Party orga-
nizations. 

Brandon, a freshman at
Cherokee High, said he has
about six members active in
the group so far. He needed
five to obtain a state charter
from the Georgia Teen
Republicans, which he hopes
to receive by the April 16

meeting.
Brandon, who has been

attending local government
meetings for more than a
year, already has been active
in Georgia Republican poli-
tics. He served as a page in
the Georgia House of Repre-
sentatives last April.

He also was a precinct
captain for John Oxendine
last year during the Republi-
can primary election cam-
paign for the governorship. 

“I really like their conser-
vative values,” he said as to
why he’s active with the
Republican Party. 

There are more than 30
chapters of Georgia Teen
Republicans across the state.
Chapters close to Cherokee
are in Cobb, Fulton and Bar-
tow counties. There had been
a Cherokee County Teen

Republicans club in the
past. 

Serving as the new
Cherokee chapter’s adult
advisor is Jason Nelms of
Woodstock, post 4 member
of the Cherokee County
Board of Commissioners.

Nelms was approached
by Brandon and was “really
impressed” with the teen’s
determination. Nelms said he
will serve as a “sounding
board” for the chapter, and
members can bounce ideas
off him. 

Cherokee High junior
Scott Spears, 17, son of Jeff
and Bonny Spears of Canton,
said he looks forward to
being involved in the group
once it’s up and running.

It’s beneficial, he said, for
young people to learn as much
about the electoral process
and politics as possible.

Involving young people in
their community is very ben-
eficial, Nelms said.

“As long as they are
involved, doing the right
thing for the right purpose, I
think it’s a good thing for the
country,” he said.

Brandon
Roberts

‘As long as they are involved, doing the
right thing for the right purpose, I think

(the Cherokee County Teen Republicans
is) a good thing for the country.’

— Jason Nelms,
Post 4 member of the Cherokee County Board of

Commissioners

‘The support has
been overwhelming.
… There are people
you might not ever
have met that care.’

— Dave Soumas,
Woodstock fire chief and
grandfather of baby with

brain cancer


