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Culture Connect To Provide Mentoring Program For Immigrant & Refugee Youth In Cobb County 

A least 100 immigrant and refugee students within Cobb County will receive a mentor this year due to a new partnership between the school district's Success for All Students (SFAS) federally-funded Safe Schools/Healthy Students initiative and local Atlanta non-profit Culture Connect, Inc. With several district schools experiencing a steady annual increase in the immigrant student population, SFAS has partnered with Culture Connect, Inc. in order to provide prevention and intervention strategies that reduce the risk factors that can come between children and their ability to learn – both in the classroom and at home.
Culture Connect developed The Go-Betweener( Mentoring Program in 2005 to specifically address the needs of first and second generation immigrant youth, "Go-Betweeners(," who go between their culture at home and the American culture they experience at school.  These children and adolescents are at particularly high risk for falling behind in school, dropping out, and becoming involved with drug abuse and gangs.  Culture Connect has offered “Go-Betweener” services to other met counties including Dekalb and Gwinnett.  The SFAS initiative, offered to the Northwest portion of Cobb County, spans four years and will potentially impact over 37,000 students within 20 elementary, 9 middle and 6 high schools in Acworth, Kennesaw and Powder Springs – approximately 35% of the entire enrollment for CCSD,  The program provides free and convenient school-based and in-home mental health services for students and their families that are intensive and ongoing.  To qualify, students are referred through school-based referral teams, a collaboration among SFAS clinical staff, counselors, school social workers, teachers and administrators.  The team evaluates the student’s overall needs and develops a plan for intervention and support with the ultimate goal being to increase academic success and graduation rates.  The key elements of the initiative include:  safe school environments and violence prevention, student behavioral, social and emotion supports, early childhood social and emotional learning programs, alcohol, tobacco and other drug prevention activities, and school-based mental health services. "Immigrant youth are often faced with stressors which can directly impact educational and social development. By matching these students with mentors of a similar culture, the Go-Betweener™ program provides culturally-competent support and guidance that makes assimilation easier."explains Matt Yancey, Project Manager for Cobb’s SFAS initiative.
“The Go-Betweener(tm) Mentoring Program not only aims to prevent or reduce negative behaviors, but to build self-esteem and goal setting skills in youth, as well as pride in one's culture and comfort in American culture,” says Alexis Dalmat, Executive Director of Culture Connect, Inc.  To achieve these goals, Culture Connect matches immigrant and refugee youth with a mentor who shares three very specific criteria: 1.) They must speak the same language; 2.) They must be from the same or similar culture; and 3.) They must have also been a "Go-Betweener(". This one-to-one mentoring program allows for support, communication and guidance in ways a typical mentoring program may not.  "When I met him, he was very shy, knew very little English, and was nervous to practice. Now, he has higher self-esteem; he talks to me and discusses issues with me; I can tell that he trusts me, and open communication is possible and occurring!" says one Go Betweener™ mentor.

If you are interested in learning more about the Go-Betweener( Mentoring Program or becoming a mentor, contact Nick Cheadle, Program Manager, at nick.cheadle@cultureconnectinc.org . You can also learn more by visiting the Culture Connect website at www.cultureconnectinc.org.  To learn more about the Success for All Students program, visit www.cobbsuccessforall.com.
###

About Culture Connect, Inc.:
Founded in 2005, Culture Connect develops cultural fluency among immigrants and service providers to advance Atlanta as a flourishing internationally diverse community. Culture Connect serves over 6,000 people annualy through three main programs: Language Services, Education & Advocacy, and The Go-Betweener™ Mentoring Program. For more information, go to www.cultureconnectinc.org or contact Alexis Dalmat alexis.dalmat@cultureconnectinc.org.
About Success for All Students:

SFAS is part of the Federal Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative, a collaboration of the U.S. Departments of Education, Health and Human Services, and Justice to address rising concerns about youth violence, substance abuse, and school safety through grants to local community partnerships throughout the country. For more information, go to www.cobbsuccessforall.com or contact Rebecca Whicker at Rebecca.whicker@cobbk12.org.

