[image: image1.jpg]


                             [image: image2.png]


                                   [image: image3.jpg]


    
For Immediate Release
April 27, 2010
For more information contact:
Catherine Padgett


or               Rebecca Whicker           
mary.padgett@cobbk12.org

                  rebecca.whicker@cobbk12.org
Ford Elementary School
                              Success for All Students, Media Relations

678-594-8092




      678-736-3941  

Turning Green for a Cause

Captain Planet Foundation’s Model School, Ford Elementary, Announces Official Opening of “Seeds of Hope” Community Garden
Crops to benefit local food banks
Acworth, Georgia – In collaboration with the Captain Planet Foundation, Farmer D Organics, and Cobb’s Success for All Students (SFAS) project, Ford Elementary School will be hosting the official opening of its new “Seeds of Hope” Community Garden on Thursday, May 6, 2010 at 4:30 p.m. in the Julia Kappers Memorial Garden, just prior to its 15th Annual Evening in the Garden Celebration which is scheduled to begin at 5:30 p.m.  The “Seeds of Hope” Garden was created with community funds and services from the Captain Planet Foundation, Farmer D Organics, and the Cobb County School District’s Success for All Students Project to promote environmental education, student and family bonding and community involvement.  “Gardening is a safe, healthy and fun way to promote healing within a family,” says SFAS Therapist, Kim Hayes. The events celebrate environmental education and arts programs and will include student artwork, music, poetry and showcase environmental lessons in the wooded amphitheater.  Community members, families, and students are invited to enjoy the programs and participate in a “Chastain-like” picnic on the grounds, culminating in a student-performed “Once Upon a Garden…” musical finale.  Families may purchase organic dinners from Bon Appetite  through Ford Elementary School prior to the event or bring their own picnic dinner.
In 1995, Kindergarten teacher Catherine Padgett planted a small outdoor garden near her classroom and began using it to teach students about the environment.  By 2009, Ford Elementary, a Cobb County gold-level Green School, became the model school and training center for the Captain Planet Foundation’s Garden Education Program, and because of the school’s outstanding commitment to statewide environmental education, has been recognized by the EEA, GSTA, Keep Cobb Beautiful and received numerous state and national awards.  The Ford program now includes an Earth Parent Program, a science lab, water quality testing, composting, wildlife studies, habitats, and weather programs, along with the 20 new raised garden beds.  “Through the generous support of community members and corporate donations, the garden will be a place where our students, their families and members of our community can work together to grow vegetables, learn about healthy living, enhance family relationships, and give back to families in need.  Half of the vegetables grown will be donated to local area food banks.  And, thanks to the generous support from the Cobb Success for All Students Project, students and families in need will receive eco-therapy sessions free of charge in our new Seeds of Hope Garden,” says Ford Principal Peggy Pepper.  “May is mental health month and this is one fun and productive way we can help reduce the risk factors that can come between children and their ability to learn by promoting positive mental health.”
About Success for All Students:

The Success for All Students (SFAS) project, funded by a federal Safe Schools/Healthy Students grant, provides school-based mental health and other intervention services in the Kennesaw, Acworth and Powder Springs areas.  www.cobbsuccessforall.com.

About Farmer D Organics:

Farmer D Organics is an environmentally friendly, socially responsible business that creates farms and products for the earth and its people.  www.farmerd.com
About Captain Planet Foundation:
The mission of the Captain Planet Foundation is to fund and support hands-on, environmental projects for children and youths. Our objective is to encourage innovative programs that empower children and youth around the world to work individually and collectively to solve environmental problems in their neighborhoods and communities. Through environmental education, we believe that children can achieve a better understanding and appreciation for the world in which they live.  www.captainplanetfoundation.org
Additional quote sources:  

Lynna Crowder-Eagle, Chair of the Cobb County School Board  – Lynnda Crowder Eagle was a former Assistant Principal at Ford Elementary School (and a current Steering Committee Member for Success for All Students) and shares her pride in the collaboration that Ford, Success for All Students and Captain Planet have forged.  “I encourage folks to take the time to see and enjoy this spectacular garden.  This project is just another example of what happens when groups work together for the good of our students and community.”
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